Common Pitfalls of a Long Paper

1. Chunkiness
The Problem: 
The paper’s individual sections or paragraphs feel isolated and don’t connect to each other. The paper as a whole doesn’t flow logically from one idea to the next.
The Solution:
· Follow an existing structure (like IMRD)
· Use an outline or reverse outline to organize your sections and ideas
· Use section headings to your advantage
· Define your directionality: where are you going with your paper? What are you trying to say or do? Do each of your sections contribute to this goal? If not, how can you revise them or reorganize them so they do? Is there any unnecessary material you can cut?
· Focus on transitions: old  new; linking words, phrases, and sentences

2. Redundancy
The Problem: 
Your paper repeats itself a lot and ends up saying the same thing over and over
The Solution:
· Identify redundant areas by proofreading yourself or – EVEN BETTER – having someone else read the paper for you or with you
· Cut redundant information where you can
· Use demonstrative phrases and other referents to refer back to earlier ideas in less repetitive ways
· Rethink your paper’s organization 

3. Wordiness
The Problem: 
Parts of your paper are too wordy and feel heavy, unwieldy, or confusing
The Solution:
· Proofread! Find places you can cut words or reword long, weird sentences to be shorter and clearer
· Have someone else read your paper for or with you to help identify wordy or confusing parts
· Look for places where you are trying too hard to sound “academic.” Take off some of the pressure and simplify your language!

4. Underdevelopment
The Problem:
You haven’t said enough about certain concepts in your paper, or some important sections of the paper are too short and sparse. Some of your ideas don’t make sense, are weak, or haven’t been fully connected into your main idea.
The Solution:
· Have someone else read your paper with/for you! Sometimes, your ideas make sense in your own head and you can’t tell if they make sense on paper or not, but someone else can help you find and fix problem areas.
· Go back to your directionality: where are you trying to go with the paper? Do all your ideas, data, and bits of evidence tie back clearly to this idea?
· Create a reverse outline to visually see what your paper is doing and where you need to develop further
· Get lots of input from your faculty advisor and other experts in your field
